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OUR ECONOMY, OUR FUTURE
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Atherton Tablelands is a geographically large and diverse region, ideally located in Tropical
North Queensland and enjoying ease of access to domestic and international markets both
through strong road links and nearby sea and air ports. The region has always been
recognised for its beauty, the quality of its environment, agriculture and abundant natural
resources. Now these and other key assets are being combined with new ideas into innovative
businesses, industries, products, services and projects. Its proximity to both an international
airport and the rapidly expanding Asian markets further provides substantial opportunities for
both market access and investment.
Agriculture and mineral resource industries have stood the test of time and today the region
boasts a robust and resilient field and tree cropping sector, livestock and dairy farming,
lifestyle horticulture and some timber production as well as the production of base metals
including gold, lead, zinc, copper concentrate, tin, perlite, marble and slate. World class value
adding and innovative manufacturing further enhance these areas.
The Tablelands can continue to build on its enviable reputation as a ‘clean green’ food bowl,
with its long history of excellence in large scale Agricultural production and innovation. This is
supported by a very strong base in excess of 40 major crops; underpinned by water
availability, a broad diversity of elevation, soil types, climate and rainfall and including strong
future potential for strategic development of bio-based industries. Significant undeveloped
investment potential also exists in the region in the further development of Renewable energy
production.
Agricultural vibrancy, distinctive natural environments and resilient human resources are the
fundamental values which position the Atherton Tablelands as a significant source of
resources, for the future. As a region built on small business with almost 95% of its businesses
having less than 20 staff (2011) the economy is focused on strong and prosperous growth
through diversification, innovation and entrepreneurship.
With its location adjacent to the Cairns international airport and within a region that is already
a destination for some 2.2 million visitors per annum, it has significant unrealised tourism
potential. It has an estimated 500,000 visitors per annum, excluding Kuranda above Cairns,
which has some 1,000,000 visitors per annum. The region has not as yet been fully
‘discovered’ by tourism.
A true lifestyle region, the Atherton Tablelands attracts a rich diversity of culture and calibre in
the form of human capital and, in the future, will continue to attract exceptional people as it
offers a lifestyle second to none.
Building on these positive attributes the value proposition of the Atherton Tablelands can be
seen as the combination of:– pristine environment, agricultural diversity and ‘clean and green’
production capacity, safety and stability, range of natural resources and connectivity to Asian
and global markets.
Overall with its distinctive natural environments, economic diversity, access to water,
proximity to Cairns and potential for significant expansion in terms of agriculture, mining and
tourism, the Tablelands region has a secure footing on which to build a prosperous future.
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OUR REGION
The Atherton Tablelands is a diverse region, covering an area of 64,768 square kilometres larger than the main island of the State of Tasmania - and home to 45,243 people (estimated
resident population, Census 2011).
The main population centres on the Atherton Tablelands are Mareeba and Atherton. Smaller
towns include Malanda, Herberton, Kuranda, Ravenshoe, Millaa Millaa, Chillagoe, Dimbulah, Mt
Garnet, Mt Molloy, Tinaroo and Yungaburra.
The Tablelands Regional Council was formed in March 2008 as a result of the amalgamation of
the former Atherton, Eacham, Herberton and Mareeba Shires. However, a community driven
campaign for de-amalgamation in parts of the northern region have led to the Mareeba Shire
being re-formed and a smaller Tablelands Regional Council will continue to operate. This
economic snapshot covers the Atherton Tablelands region which, from 1 January 2014, will be
governed by two local governments: Tablelands Regional Council and Mareeba Shire Council.
The region spreads westwards and southwards from the coastal escarpment behind Cairns and
incorporates parts of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area to the east, the Einasleigh Uplands
to the south, the Gulf Plains to the west and the Cape York Peninsula bioregion to the north.
The Atherton Tablelands region is situated in
the vicinity of 16-17º south latitude. Its
elevation above sea level ranges from about
400 metres towards the north western end to
1,280
metres
in
the
southern
areas
encompassing the former Herberton and
Eacham Shires.
The mountainous region in the east reaches
heights
above
1600
metres,
including
Queensland's highest mountain Mt Bartle Frere
at 1622 metres.

Atherton Tablelands

Because of its altitude, the region does not suffer from temperature extremes or the high
humidity experienced in coastal areas. The northern part of the region enjoys cool, dry winters
and warm, wet summers with minimum daily temperatures in winter rarely falling below 15ºC
and maximum daily summer temperatures rarely exceeding 35ºC. To the south, rainfall is
much higher with the area around Topaz recording some of the highest annual rainfall in
Australia. Temperatures are also lower with a range of between 17 and 25ºC from September
to June and between 5 and 14ºC from July to August.
The considerable range in elevation, rainfall and soil types has produced an incredibly diverse
and beautiful region. There is a prolific diversity in natural flora and fauna, ranging from
tropical highland rainforests to dry tropical savannah.
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Water, soils and diverse growing conditions have
supported development of a wide range of agricultural
and horticultural cropping operations. The region’s
farmers and support services represent, in most cases,
best international practice in farming in a tropical
environment. Water supplied from Tinaroo Dam enables
a tremendous range of fruit and vegetables to be grown
to supply both the domestic and overseas markets.

Lake Tinaroo

The range of crops grown is truly amazing and includes avocados, bananas, cashews, citrus,
coffee, cow pea, custard apples, dolichos, flowers, fresh herbs, grapes, grass seed, legume
seed, lettuce, longans, lychees, macadamia, maize, mangoes, mixed vegetables, navy beans,
potatoes, passionfruit, papaya, peaches, peanuts, pineapples, pumpkins, sorghum, sugar cane,
sweet potatoes, tea tree, tomatoes, native trees, turf and watermelons.
The cattle industry also plays a significant role in the region’s economy and in recent years the
value of animals produced in the region has been approximately $35 million per annum.
To the south, around the Malanda/Millaa Millaa area, the dairy industry is significant and the
Atherton Tablelands dairy industry is the only tropical dairy industry in Australia and one of the
few globally. Other agriculture based industries include poultry, fruit wineries, aquaculture and
timber.
With its remarkable scenic qualities, the Atherton Tablelands is a popular tourist destination.
Visually the region is stunning. It encompasses a myriad of waterfalls, broad mountain vistas,
clear mountain streams, crater lakes, National Parks and freehold pristine rainforests, popular
and attractive villages such as Kuranda and Yungaburra oriented to tourism, rich outback
savannah wetlands teeming with bird life, historic mining towns, limestone caves, rich farming
vistas and stark outback scenery reminiscent of Cape York and Kakadu.
The Atherton Tablelands' history and landscape includes our rich and robust Aboriginal
heritage. With its location within a World Heritage Area, adjacent to an international airport
and within a region that is already a destination for some 2.2 million visitors per annum, it has
unrealised tourism potential.
Kuranda alone, with the Kuranda Scenic Railway and
Skyrail Cableway, brings up to a million visitors to the
region each year. Tinaroo Dam is a further drawcard
for visitors to utilise the Dam for water skiing, boating,
fishing and camping.
In recent years there has been a rapid expansion of
high quality Bed and Breakfast properties which allow
visitors to experience the unique attractions of the
Atherton Tablelands first hand. The area is also a
popular destination for Grey Nomads who hold a
Christmas in July event at Mareeba each year.
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The Atherton Tablelands region is rich in mineral resources including gold, lead, zinc and other
base metals, tungsten, copper sulphate, tin, perlite, limestone, marble and slate, and there are
a number of major mining operations within the region.
Overall, with its natural beauty, economic diversity, abundance of water, proximity to Cairns
and potential for significant expansion in terms of agriculture, tourism and mining, the
Atherton Tablelands region has a secure future.
The region will continue to be a lifestyle destination of choice for many “tree changers” leaving
the cities in search of a quieter lifestyle or for those people who are simply attracted to the
natural beauty of the region, its mild tropical climate and its relative proximity to Cairns (with
its domestic and international airports).

Atherton
Tablelands
Far North
Queensland
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OUR PEOPLE
HUMAN CAPITAL

POPULATION
The Atherton Tablelands is a growing region, with population projected to increase by an
annual average growth rate of 1.2% over the twenty year period between 2011 and 2031
(OESR 2013). The estimated residential population in 2011 was 45,243 representing 1.1% of
Queensland.
In 2011, the natural increase as a component of
population change increased by 245 persons over
the year, compared with assumed net migration
which increased by 240 persons over the year.

54,949 65,506

49,522 51,876

45,243

•ERP 2031
(projected
low-high
series)

•ERP 2016
(projected)

•ERP 2011

Projections released in 2011 indicate that by
2016 the expected population of the Atherton Tablelands will be between 49,522 and 51,876
persons and this is expected to grow by 2031 to 54,949 - 65,506 persons (low and high series)
(OESR 2012).
The future face of a region is highly influenced by the population age structure and, for the
Atherton Tablelands, this presents both opportunities and challenges. Population age structure
is a key consideration in economic development as it determines planning, workforce
participation, industry, investment, services such as healthcare, funding requirements, policy
mechanisms and much more.
The median age of the Atherton Tablelands population was 43 in 2011, up from 41.2 years in
2006 and projected to increase by 6 years to 47.2 years in 2031. The median age in
Queensland in 2011 was 34 and is projected to be 40.2 years in 2031 (under the medium
series). The population in the Atherton Tablelands is clearly ageing.
Analysis of 2011 Census figures show that, compared to Australia, there was a higher
proportion of people in the younger age groups (0-17 years) as well as a higher proportion of
people in the older age groups (60+ years) living in the Atherton Tablelands. The below table
highlights the changes in age structure since 2006 and provides an insight into demography of
the region and associated service requirements.
Table 1: Age Structure by Service Age Groups for the Atherton Tablelands

2011

2006

Babies and pre-schoolers (0-4)

2,742

6.3

Aust.
%
6.6

Primary schoolers (5-11)

4,149

9.5

Secondary schoolers (12-17)

3,794

8.7

Tertiary education & independence
(
)
Young
workforce
(25-34)

2,746

6.3

9.4

2,419

3,912

8.9

13.8

4,004

Parents and homebuilders (35-49)

8,884

20.3

21.2

8,882

Older workers & pre-retirees (50-59)

6,535

14.9

12.8

Empty nesters and retirees (60-69)

5,864

13.4

9.9

Seniors (70-84)

4,354

10.0

753

1.7

43,733

100.0

100.0

SERVICE AGE GROUP (YEARS)

Elderly aged (85+)
Total Population

Number

%

CHANGE

2,533

6.2

Aust.
%
6.3

8.8

4,134

10.1

9.3

+15

7.8

3,737

9.1

8.3

+57

5.9

9.4

+327

9.8

13.5

-92

21.7

22.1

+2

6,175

15.1

12.8

+360

4,836

11.8

8.6

+1,028

7.9

3,557

8.7

7.9

+797

1.9

625

1.5

1.6

+128

Number

40,902

%

100.0

100.0

2006 2011
+209

+2,831

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing 2006 and 2011. Compiled and presented in profile.id by .id,
the population experts.

Atherton Tablelands | Our Economy, Our Future

Page 5

THE CHANGING FACE
Of significance, is the change in
the
‘Young
Workforce’
age
structure which is attributable to
significant decline in population
group aged 30-34 (-392) between
2006 and 2011. This trend is of
particular concern as it represents
a decline in adults who contribute
richly to our workforce and culture.

Figure 2: Change in five year age structure, 2006 to 2011

Conversely, there has been a
significant growth in the ‘Empty
Nesters’ age structure specifically
attributable to the population age
groups 60-64 and 65-69 years
increasing by 404 and 624 persons respectively.

EDUCATION
The number of people with higher education qualifications in the Atherton Tablelands grew by
2,696 between 2006 and 2011 with 5,679 possessing a tertiary qualifications and 7,225
possessing vocational education and training.
Whilst these numbers are comparatively lower than Queensland and Australian figures, overall
the region’s knowledge and skills is increasing and overall 36.9% of the population over 15
years held educational qualifications in the Atherton Tablelands.
Table 2: Highest qualification achieved for the Atherton Tablelands Region

2011

2006

Number

%

Bachelor or Higher degree

3,477

10.0

15.9

Advanced Diploma or Diploma

2,202

6.3

Vocational (Certificate Level)

7,225

QUALIFICATION LEVEL

No qualification
Not stated
Total persons aged 15+

Qld
%

Australia
%

Change

Number

%

Qld
%

Australia
%

18.8

2,716

8.4

13.1

15.6

2006 to
2011
+761

7.5

8.0

1,659

5.1

6.6

7.1

+543

20.7

19.9

18.1

5,833

18.1

17.9

16.7

+1,392

17,060

48.8

45.8

44.1

16,824

52.1

49.6

47.5

+236

4,962

14.2

11.00

11.0

5,243

16.2

12.8

13.1

-281

34,926

100.0

100.0

100.0

32,275

100.0

100.0

100.0

+2,651

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing 2006 and 2011. Compiled and presented in profile.id by .id,
the population experts.

The knowledge and skillsets of a community contributes to a region’s competitiveness and the
Atherton Tablelands is home to a diverse and robust pool of human capital. Qualification were
gained in a variety of fields of study as evidenced below, and further diversification and skillset building is critical to developing the capacity of the region’s human capital.
The Tablelands Industry Workforce Group (TIWG) is the lead organisation focusing on
identifying, improving and expanding a sustainable workforce in the Atherton Tablelands
region. The organisation is a not-for-profit industry and community group made up of
Industry Champions.
Of the 17,861 respondents who stated they had qualifications, 4,365 did not state their field of
study and as a result are not represented in the below graph.
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Table 3: Count of persons aged 15 years and over with a qualification

3,183

1,867

1,562 1,497
1,343 1,220

988

747
386

345

186

140

32

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing 2011.

LABOUR FORCE
In 2011, the total labour force of the Atherton Tablelands was 19,090, with 17,807 people
employed (60% full time and 38% part time). Between 2006 and 2011 the Atherton
Tablelands labour force showed an increase of 1,518 persons, or 8.6%.
The labour force participation rate shows that there was a slight lower proportion of labour
force participation in the Atherton Tablelands (54.7%) compared with Regional Queensland
(60.9%) and Australia (61.4%).
The unemployment rate for persons aged 15+ years in the September Quarter of 2012 was
10.3%, in comparison to Queensland’s smoothed unemployment rate of 5.6%. Over the past
number of years, the Atherton Tablelands region has experienced higher unemployment rates
than that of the rest of the country. This is the result of various economic challenges including
varying levels of social and economic disadvantage, the macroeconomic operating
environment, industry restructuring or decline and the consequent tightening of purse strings
across public and private sectors.

EMPLOYMENT
Key industries driving employment for residents of the Atherton Tablelands region include:




26.7% Public Services including Health Care and Social Assistance, Education and
Training, Public Administration and Safety (4,665 people);
17.6% Retail Trade, Accommodation and Food Services (3,140 people); and
12.7% Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing (2,260 people).

Note: Agriculture employs a significant itinerant workforce predominantly made up of travellers and backpackers
whom establish themselves semi-permanently in the region and therefore may not be reflected in the Census data.
Furthermore, Tourism is not represented as an ‘Industry Sector’ and therefore is difficult to account for however it is
considered to be significant driver of employment, specifically in the retail, accommodation and food services sectors.

The largest changes in the jobs held by the resident population between 2006 and 2011 were
for those employed in Construction (+331 persons), Health Care and Social Assistance (+330
persons), Mining (+242 persons) and Professional, Scientific and Technical Services (+182
persons).
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Table 4: Employment by Industry Sector for the Atherton Tablelands Region (Usual Residence)

2011
INDUSTRY SECTOR

Number

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing

%

2,260

12.7

2006
Regional
QLD

Number

4.6

2,357

Change
Regional
QLD

2006 to
2011

14.2

5.8

-97

%

Retail Trade

2,050

11.5

11.3

1,946

11.7

12.1

104

Health Care and Social Assistance

1,955

11

11.4

1,625

9.8

9.6

330

Construction

1,559

8.8

9.7

1,228

7.4

9.9

331

Education and Training

1,484

8.3

7.7

1,360

8.2

7.4

124

Public Administration and Safety

1,226

6.9

6

1,317

7.9

6.3

-91

Accommodation and Food Services

1,090

6.1

7.9

1,141

6.9

8.1

-51

Manufacturing

1,029

5.8

7.6

1,079

6.5

8.7

-50

712

4

4.8

699

4.2

4.6

13

696

3.9

4.7

514

3.1

4.1

182

Transport, Postal and Warehousing
Professional, Scientific and
Technical Services
Mining

674

3.8

3.9

432

2.6

2.7

242

Other Services
Inadequately described or not
Wholesaledtrade

629

3.5

4

587

3.5

3.7

42

512

2.9

2.5

493

3

2.8

19

472

2.7

3.2

507

3

3.4

-35

Administrative and Support

460

2.6

3.1

403

2.4

2.9

57

Arts and Recreation Services
Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste

232

1.3

1.5

234

1.4

1.4

-2

227

1.3

1.2

187

1.1

1

40

Rental, Hiring and Real Estate

216

1.2

1.9

217

1.3

2.2

-1

Financial and Insurance Services
Information Media and
Telecommunications
Total employed persons aged

191

1.1

2

207

1.2

2.1

-16

124

0.7

1.1

113

0.7

1.2

11

17,798

100

100

16,646

100

100

1,152

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing 2006 and 2011. (Usual residence data) and compiled by .id

Approximately 12% (2,133) of Atherton Tablelands’ working residents travel outside of the
region to work and around 1,075 workers travel to the Atherton Tablelands to work from
another region.
A variety of knowledge and skillsets is shared across robust industries and sectors and the
levels of experience are well balanced. This is demonstrated in the spread of occupation by
type below.
Table 5: Occupation of employed persons in the Atherton Tablelands

8%
9%

2%

Managers
16%

Technicians and Trades Workers
Labourers

11%

15%
Professionals
Clerical and Administrative Workers

11%
14%
14%

Community and Personal Service Workers
Sales Workers
Machinery Operators And Drivers
Inadequately described

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing 2011.
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PERSONAL INCOME
The below table illustrates that 40.9% per cent of all persons aged 15 years and over earned a
total personal weekly income of less than $400 (or $20,800 per annum) and 45.4% earned
between $400 and $1,999. Just 2.5% earned a personal weekly income of $2,000 or more
($104,000 per annum) compared with Queensland averages of 5.5%. This data reflects the
low-middle income base of the majority of the Atherton Tablelands population, by usual
residence.
Table 6: Total personal weekly for the Atherton Tablelands
PERSONAL WEEKLY
INCOME

Less than
$400

$400 $999

$1,000 $1,999

$2,000 or
more

Not
Stated

Atherton Tablelands Region

40.9%

32.1%

13.4%

2.5%

11.1%

Queensland

34.6%

31.7%

19.9%

5.5%

8.3%

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing, 2011, Basic Community Profile - B17 ((ABS 2012a)
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OUR PHYSICAL ASSETS
Infrastructure, connectivity and accessibility are critical determinants of regional
competitiveness as they allow regions to move goods, services and human capital across and
outside their regions both physically and virtually.

INFRASTRUCTURE & NETWORKS
The Tablelands Regional Council is responsible for the construction and maintenance of council
controlled roads, sewerage networks and some water infrastructure in the region and the State
and Federal Governments fund major road networks e.g. State and national highways and
some water infrastructure and networks such as the irrigation channel system and Mutchilba
town water supply.
Transport infrastructure and networks enable industry to deliver their products to market and
improvements in road infrastructure would facilitate economic growth. Poor infrastructure
limits expansion, access to markets, employment and job creation.

ROADS
The Atherton Tablelands is well served by a comprehensive network of sealed primary and
secondary roads which link the region to the coastal strip, western Queensland, the Gulf of
Carpentaria and Cape York (Kleinhardt Business Consultants 2007).
The four most significant road links between the Atherton Tablelands and the coast are:







Palmerston Highway
o Links the region to Innisfail and the Bruce Highway to Brisbane.
Gillies Highway
o Links the region to the south of Cairns through Gordonvale and is predominately
utilised by local residents and light transport operators.
Kuranda Range Road
o Links the region with the north of Cairns via the Kennedy Highway and the
Captain Cook Highway.
Rex Range Road
o Links the region north of Port Douglas to the Captain Cook Highway just south of
Mossman and is therefore a supply line for harvested sugar to the Mossman
sugar mill. This route also links to the inland access road to Cooktown and Cape
York Peninsula.

Additionally, three development roads provide links between the Atherton Tablelands and the
Gulf of Carpentaria and Cape York:




Peninsula Development Road
Gulf Development Road
Burke development Road

The Bruce Highway is an important freight and transport link from the Atherton Tablelands to
southern centres and major markets via Brisbane and therefore the linkages to the Bruce
Highway are critical to the region’s economic development.
The Kennedy Development Road or ‘Hann Highway’ is considered to be ‘the Bruce Highway of
Central Queensland’ and it links the Atherton Tablelands region to the south via a direct inland
route through to Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth. A $47 million upgrade is currently underway
on the Kennedy Developmental Road between Hughenden and Winton.
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CONSTRAINTS
All Weather Access
The lack of all-weather access into the region during the wet-season is cited as an impediment
to industry development (Spies 2012b) and therefore major upgrades to access routes and the
Bruce Highway are required to deliver sustainable economic growth. A full upgrade to the
Hann highway between the ‘Lynd-Hughenden’ section, would see this route become the
preferred option for the 900 kilometres journey south to link to transport networks accessing
southern markets such as Melbourne.
The Missing Link
The Kuranda Range Road is the main link between
the Atherton Tablelands and Cairns however it is not
currently suitable for B-Doubles. The implication is
that trailers must be unhitched before travelling
across the range which significantly increases freight
cost. It is estimated that crossing the Kuranda
Range is estimated to take seven additional hours
when taking into account the hitching and unhitching
of trailers (Spies 2012b).

Figure 3: Major Population, Industry and
Freight Nodes (Cummings 2011a)

The alternate B-Double route from the Atherton
Tablelands to Cairns is via the Palmerston Range
through Innisfail which makes this route a 5 hour
trip from Cairns to Mareeba (Spies 2012b).

RAIL
The Queensland Rail operated North Coast Line system is the principal freight and passenger
rail line running the length of coastal Queensland between Cairns in the north and Brisbane in
the south, covering a total distance of 1680 kilometres. The system caters for all traffic tasks
including containerised freight services, high speed tilt trains, commuter services, heavy haul
single commodity trains of sugar, grain or minerals and cattle trains (Queensland Rail 2013).
According to Queensland Rail, the North Coast Line carries in excess of 11 million net tonnes of
various products annually.
The rail network is accessible by transporting goods to Cairns or Innisfail from the region, by
road.

PORTS
AIRPORTS
Mareeba Airport
The Mareeba Airport began its life as a refuelling and rearmament base for Australian and
American bombers in World War II. Today, the airport is strategically located to leverage off a
worldwide aviation industry. The Mareeba Airport is home to the Mission Aviation Fellowship
(MAF) aircraft overhaul and heavy maintenance base. MAF provides airframe, engine and
component inspection and overhauls. The quality assurance, design, stores and administrative
staff are based on the Atherton Tablelands, which has brought a unique range of job
opportunities to the Mareeba Airport.
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A proposed upgrade to the airport would see its capacity lifted which would provide for a
variety of potential business opportunities such as:
-

Heavy maintenance of up to Code 3C aircraft, predominately Dash 8-100 aircraft
Spray painting for up to BAe146-300 aircraft
Helicopter maintenance and flying training
There is interest from an International Flying School to set up at Mareeba which conservatively
would generate 20 well paid permanent jobs, but much more indirectly
General Aviation maintenance, workshops and storage hangers
Aviation support facilities and services e.g. avionics and aircraft sales
Freight consolidation and distribution
Additional refuelling facilities; and
Other aviation related activities.

The Mareeba Airport, once redeveloped, is set to become Queensland’s second major aviation
service centre after Cairns as it is well positioned to become a training hub for the Asia-Pacific
providing world-class facilities and attracting a larger share of the $322 million local aviation
sector. The flow on effects of such an upgrade will also be of benefit to the local construction
sector and could improve freight and transport services for other local sectors such as
Agriculture and Tourism.
Completing the airport upgrade is dependent on council securing external commercial or
government funding and at the time of writing this report, Tablelands Regional Council had
sought external funding to complete the upgrades and was been invited to prepare a full
application to the RDA. The vote to de-amalgamate Mareeba from the Tablelands Regional
Council has resulted in this project being placed on hold. It is anticipated that the new Mareeba
shire will continue to progress this project.

Mareeba Airport Development Plan
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Cairns Airport
Cairns Airport, the region’s leading regional aviation
hub, provides air links to a range of domestic and
international locations.
The Cairns Airport is critical to the region’s tourism
sector as it provides the market with direct flight
access to the Tropical North Queensland region.
It is also well situated in relation to the Asia Pacific's
growing mining and resources industries and offers
opportunities for lucrative exports to Asia.
The Cairns Airport is accessible via the Kuranda, Gillies or Rex Range roads.

SEAPORTS
Port of Cairns
Port of Cairns is a multi-purpose regional port that caters
for a diverse range of customers from bulk and general
cargo, cruise shipping, fishing fleet and reef passenger
ferries. The Cairns region has become the base for
extensive general cargo shipping services to Cape York
Peninsula, Torres Strait and Gulf ports as well as PNG
and Papua Indonesia. The Port’s bulk cargo includes
petroleum products, sugar, fertiliser and liquid
petroleum gas.

Cairns Port

Port of Mourilyn
The Port of Mourilyan is situated about 20 kilometres
south of Innisfail. Its main trade is the export of raw
sugar and molasses from the Innisfail, Babinda, Tully
and Atherton Tablelands sugar-growing districts. It
comprises on-shore sugar and molasses handling and
storage facilities, and a single sugar loader and
associated wharf located within a sheltered natural
harbour. Live cattle and some timber are also exported
through the port.

Port of Karumba
Located at the mouth of the Norman River in the south-east corner of the Gulf of Carpentaria,
the Port of Karumba has serviced remote Gulf communities since the late 1800's. Other
facilities in the port provide for general cargo, fuel, fisheries products, and the export of live
cattle.
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COMMUNICATIONS NETWORKS
The development of communication networks has enabled the Atherton Tablelands region
greater access to major markets in the national and global economy and reduced cost barriers
to access these markets. Network speeds and availability differ however, across the vast
region.
Telecommunications
Telephone communications in the eastern, more populous parts of the Atherton Tablelands are
good, relative to the substantially poor communications in the northern, southern and western
areas of the Atherton Tablelands region.
Improvements in mobile telephony systems have enabled extended mobile telephone coverage
to major population centres across the Atherton Tablelands however many smaller centres are
still devoid of coverage. Rural properties rely on solar-powered telephone systems, utilising a
battery back-up, which is vulnerable to failure in extended periods of inclement weather.
High Speed Broadband
High speed internet connections are available in the larger centres, but dial-up or satellitebased access is still required in the more remote areas of the Atherton Tablelands. Just 58%
of homes in the Atherton Tablelands have a broadband internet connection and 30% of
households had no internet connection or a dial up connection, compared with 68% and 20%
respectively in Queensland (ABS 2012a, B35 Type of Internet Connection(a) by Dwelling
Structure).
Under the current NBN Co Roll-Out Plan, construction of a fibre optic network will commence in
Mareeba from June 2015 to connect Mareeba to the national broad band network. Ravenshoe
(March 2016) and Herberton and Malanda (June 2016) will then follow. The vast remaining
Atherton Tablelands region (chiefly Atherton and Kuranda) will not however gain access to high
speed broad band until sometime between 2016 and 2020, which is of great detriment to
these areas.
Nationally, the majority of the fixed wireless network is expected to commence in late 2013
and be complete by 2015. The current policy and strategy for the national broadband network
may be impacted as a result of the federal election in September 2013.
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ENERGY
The Atherton Tablelands is connected to the Queensland State electricity grid and
Ergon Energy is responsible for the majority of the region’s electricity supply however
individual business premises using more than 200 megawatts per annum can choose to
purchase their electricity through the contestable energy market. A reliable and cost effective
energy supply is a critical enabler which will support future industry and population growth in
the Atherton Tablelands.

RENEWABLE ENERGY
At present, around 20 megawatts of mains power is provided by clean electricity sources,
produced on the Atherton Tablelands (source: NQ Solar) and a further 86 megawatts is
generated at the Kareeya Hydro station at the Tully River and 60 megawatts at the Barron
Gorge Hydro Station.
Hydro
The Koombooloomba Hydro station provides 7 megawatts of clean, green hydro-electricity
from the waters of Koombooloomba Dam. The station saves 20,000 tonnes of greenhouse
gases every year. The water from Koombooloomba Hydro is captured a second time, at the
Kareeya Hydro station at the Tully River.
Wind
At the Southern end of the Atherton Tablelands, near
Ravenshoe, the Windy Hill Wind Farm is in operation,
providing an addition green power source for the
region. Windy Hill is Queensland's largest wind farm,
with 20 windmills providing 12 megawatts of electricity:
enough to provide power for 3500 homes. An
expansion of a further 17 turbines is currently being
planned.
Windy Hill Wind Farm, Ravenshoe
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OUR NATURAL ASSETS
NATURAL RESOURCES

CLIMATE
Influenced by changes in altitude and the proximity of the Great Dividing Range, there is wide
variation in climate across the Atherton Tablelands region. The elevated eastern areas of the
region are generally wetter and cooler whereas the western areas are hotter and drier creating
a diverse landscape for diverse systems and uses.
Whilst the region experiences its share of tropical cyclones, resulting winds are often of lower
speed and are less damaging on the Atherton Tablelands than in adjacent coastal regions.
Table 7: Elevation, Rainfall & Average Temperatures on the Atherton Tablelands
Average
Temperature Range
(°C)

Locality

Elevation
(m)

Annual
Rainfall
(mm)

Mareeba

400

918

Jan
21-31

Jul
11-25

Dimbulah

407

783

22-34

11-27

Atherton

752

1420

18-29

10-22

Malanda

738

1565

17-28

5-22

Ravenshoe

930

842

16-31

3-23

Source: Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry (Mareeba) on behalf of the State of Queensland, (Dickson 2012).

SOIL QUALITY
The soils of the Atherton Tablelands vary markedly and differ in nutrient status. Almost all
soils require maintenance fertilizer for successful production irrespective of the original
vegetation as the majority of nutrients in rainforest soils are held in biomass, which means a
rapid decline in fertility after clearing.
A typical agricultural soil in the Mareeba/ Dimbulah area is derived from granite and has
inherent low fertility. Soil profiles for these soils often comprise a sandy loam/sandy clay loam
over a red, structured, coarse sandy clay soil with a slightly acid pH.
Soils in the Atherton area are often derived from basalt, are well drained and have high
fertility. Soil profiles for these soils usually comprise a red, structured, high clay soil with an
acid-neutral pH.

WATER AVAILABILITY
Population change is an important driver of demand for urban water supplies in the Atherton
Tablelands however; rural water represents the largest demand in the region. Growth in
demand is dependent on many factors, including economics, available land, and crop types
and farming practices.
The Atherton Tablelands region is a major irrigation area that produces a substantial volume
and range of primary agricultural products. The region’s water resources also support tourism
and recreation, industry such as mills and milk processing plants, urban water supplies and
hydro-electricity generation.
Two of the largest dams on the Atherton Tablelands are the Tinaroo Falls Dam and the
Koombooloomba Dam. Tinaroo Falls Dam is the major water storage and is the water source
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for the Mareeba Dimbulah Water Supply Scheme (MDWSS), which is delivered through an
extensive network of channels and streams.
Agricultural enterprises in other parts of the Atherton Tablelands (including intensive
agricultural areas around Atherton, Malanda and Ravenshoe) draw water from natural
watercourses, bores and small dams.
Rural demand is the irrigation water required to support agriculture (irrigable land,
aquaculture, dairy, abattoirs, food processors etc.) in the region. Current entitlements for
irrigation purposes are considered to be approximately 230,000 ML/a, which constitutes unsupplemented water licenses from groundwater sources, private dams and natural streams and
supplemented water, primarily from Tinaroo Falls Dam in the Mareeba Dimbulah Water Supply
Scheme (MDWSS).
Water allocations from the MDWSS represent almost 70% of the region’s irrigation water
entitlements. An existing challenge for farmers is obtaining access to entitlements that are
suited to the crop types that are grown. This can be of critical importance for crops requiring
significant establishment, such as fruit trees, as compared to the more traditional annual
crops, such as vegetables.
Table 8: Number of un-supplemented seasonal water assignments for Barron Water Resource Plan
Total volume (ML) of
Number un-supplemented
Management area
Un-supplemented water
seasonal water assignments
seasonally assigned
Atherton sub artesian management area
4
172
Barron water management area

Water Supply Scheme
Mareeba-Dimbulah

1

40

Table 9: Water allocations
Water allocation volume (ML)
High
Medium
Total
Priority
Priority
14,026
190,498
204,525

Number of supplemented
water allocations
1360

Table 10: Water use
Water Supply
Scheme
Mareeba-Dimbulah

Announced
allocation
volume (ML)
204,424

Carry over
volume (ML)

Forward draw
volume (ML)

Use (ML)

36,526

Not Available

122,948

Table 11: Un-supplemented surface water allocations
Water Management Area

Number of water
allocations

Total nominal volume (ML/a)

Barron WRP Total

183

18,141

Table 12: Un-supplemented water licenses
Water Classification
Surface water
Groundwater
TOTAL

Water supply scheme
Mareeba–Dimbulah

Water Management Area
Atherton Sub-artesian
Barron
Financial Year Total

Volume based entitlements
Number of water licences

Total nominal entitlement (ML)

123
267
390

39,852
26,668
68,520

Table 13: Supplemented seasonal water assignments
No. of
Volume transferred
transfers
(ML)
399
43,016
Table 14: Un-supplemented seasonal water assignments
No. of
Volume transferred
transfers
(ML)
4
172
1
40
5
212

Source: Annual Report 2011–2012 for Queensland’s Water Resource Plans (DNRM 2012a)
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WATER FUTURES
Water trading in the Barron and Walsh catchments offers potential to meet growing demands,
particularly for developing water security for urban supplies. Opportunities lie in the trading of
unused portions of water allocations to other users, which enables optimisation of water
allocations and is a mechanism for promoting best water use and maximising the use of
existing sources. Key areas of focus in the Barron Water Resource Plan include (DNRM
2012a):




continuous improvement in water use efficiency;
monitor the development of new urban demand centres; and
undertake water supply planning as required.

Atherton & Tolga

Malanda

Existing supply for Atherton and Tolga consists of
stream flows sourced upstream of Tinaroo Falls
Dam and groundwater from the Atherton Basalt
Area A formation. Total existing representative
accessible supply is in the order of 7000 ML/a. Note
that the representative accessible supply for
Atherton and Tolga is subject to further review and
may result in an increase of the total supply.

Tablelands Regional Council has an existing
entitlement for 332 ML/a to access water from the
North Johnstone River for supply of water to the
town of Malanda.

Further assessment of reliability of supply for
Atherton and Tolga is necessary. Assuming that an
appropriate response to severe drought exists, the
existing supply is expected to meet urban demands
past 2055.
Efficiency gains in urban water supply may ease the
demand on existing water supplies and improve
water supply security.

Mareeba & Kuranda
Tablelands Regional Council holds a high priority
allocation to access water from the Barron River
and has an agreement to utilise a high priority
allocation held by SunWater. Total existing supply
to Mareeba and Kuranda is in the order of 5000
ML/a.
Further assessment of the reliability of supply for
worse than historical droughts is desirable as
Mareeba and Kuranda have limited opportunities
for low cost contingent supplies.
The existing supply is expected to meet the
forecast demands into the medium to long term but
may need strategies for response to severe
drought.

Yungaburra
Tablelands Regional Council holds a high priority
allocation to supply the town of Yungaburra with
water from Tinaroo Falls Dam.
The existing
entitlement is in the order of 460 ML/a.
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Further assessment of reliability of the supply for
Malanda is required.
The existing supply is
expected to meet town requirements into the
medium to long term providing an appropriate
response to severe drought can be found.
The Atherton Basalt aquifer in the North Johnstone
region offers a key opportunity for augmenting
town supplies and investigations should continue.

Herberton
Tablelands Regional Council has an existing
entitlement for 159 ML/a to access water from the
Wild River at Herberton.
There are limited opportunities for new supplies.
Decentralised
supply
opportunities
such
as
rainwater tanks or widespread grey-water reuse
may assist with supply requirements in the short
term. An alternative centralised supply may be
required in the medium to long term.
Contingency supplies are limited, with an off
stream storage being the main augmentation
option.

Ravenshoe
Tablelands Regional Council currently holds an
entitlement to access 798 ML/a of water from North
Cedar Creek and 120 ML/a from the Millstream for
the supply of Ravenshoe.
Note that the
representative accessible supply for Ravenshoe is
subject to further review and may result in a
decrease of the stated North Cedar Creek
extraction by about 50%.
Further assessment of reliability of the supply for
Ravenshoe is required. The existing supply level is
expected to exceed forecast demands past 2055
providing an appropriate response to severe
drought can be found.
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LAND
RESIDENTIAL LAND
Land Availability
In December 2012, there were approximately 4,640 hectares of broad-hectare land suitable
for residential development in Tablelands Regional Council (broad-hectare land refers to
residential greenfield and brownfield land greater than 2,500 square meters that is currently
suitable for residential development) (Queensland Treasury and Trade 2013).
Based on the planning scheme intent, existing approvals, and an analysis of residential
densities by location, this supply is expected to yield some 12,000 dwellings. This expected
yield takes into account ownership and land fragmentation issues, which may reduce the yield
(Queensland Treasury and Trade 2013).
Building Approvals
Building approvals are a leading indicator of the general level of residential development,
economic activity, employment and investment.
Residential building activity depends on many factors that vary with the state of the economy
including interest rates, availability of mortgage funds, government spending, and business
investment. Large financial changes or shocks, such as the Global Financial Crisis of 2008/09
can be observed in the data. However, the number of building approvals can fluctuate
substantially from year to year simply as a result of the short-term nature of many
construction projects, and the cyclical nature of the industry.
In the year ending December quarter 2012, the Atherton Tablelands recorded an 8 per cent
increase in residential dwelling approvals compared with the previous year however they are
significantly below peak market conditions such as those experiencing in 2007/ 2008.
Table 15: Dwelling approvals by type, Atherton Tablelands (Jan-Dec)
(Queensland Treasury and Trade 2013)

Year to Dec
Houses
Other
Total

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

206

163

197

247

323

407

345

283

220

7

34

34

18

27

37

31

0

35

213

197

231

265

350

444

376

283

255

Dwelling Sales
In the year ending December quarter 2012, there were 596 new and established dwellings sold
in Tablelands. Of these dwellings, 553 (93%) were detached houses. 154 detached house
sales were recorded with a median value of $310,000. This was an increase of 22% in dwelling
sales volume and almost no change in median value compared with the same quarter last year
(Queensland Treasury and Trade 2013).

INDUSTRIAL ESTATES
There are a number of industrial estates/ parks spread across the region with many possessing
the potential for expansion and the opportunity for future growth. Designated industrial
business areas are located in Atherton, Malanda, Mareeba and Tolga, with new estates planned
for Ravenshoe and Atherton.
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The recent approval to build the Atherton Business and Industry Park, which will include 50-60
custom built lots with a minimum area of 1200 square meters, possible solar powering and full
B-Double access will enable expansion of industry across the Atherton Tablelands.
The most significant of these by size is the Mareeba Industrial Park (MIP), which comprises of
over 200 hectares of noxious, offensive and hazardous industry zoned land. Since May 2005,
63 lots have been produced for sale to developers. It is anticipated that the MIP will take at
least 30 years to fully development with approximately 100 additional lots expected to be
developed within next 10 years. The MIP has a number of attributes which make it suitable for
large scale industrial development:
-

-

an abundant supply of relatively inexpensive, appropriately zoned land;
a secure water supply;
able to accommodate all types of industrial activity;
centrally located with sealed all weather road access;
close to both rail and road transport depots; and
underground power, water, sewerage and telephone services provided to each lot.

LAND USE PLANNING
The Tablelands Regional Council Planning Scheme is currently being drafted as an
amalgamation of the four previous shire council plans, and community consultation is presently
underway. Through the new planning scheme, the Tablelands Regional Council seeks to
sustainably manage growth and development whilst protecting the natural environment,
landscape qualities, rural lifestyle and character and primary industry base of the region. It
seeks to foster and create vibrant, compact and prosperous towns and villages which support
local communities and the regional economy through providing for a diverse range of housing
modes, economic opportunity and a high standard of infrastructure and amenity.
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OUR SOCIAL ASSETS
COMMUNITY & CULTURE
The Atherton Tablelands region is well serviced by private and public social and community
services and is rich in cultural and artistic life. This report wishes to acknowledge and put the
spotlight on the Tablelands Community Plan 2021 “Unique Communities Working
Together” (Tablelands Regional Council 2012) which was developed with vast input from
approximately 11,000 people from across the region. The Tablelands Community Plan 2021
highlights the strengths of each community nestled in the Atherton Tablelands and the
aspirations of those whom live and work in the region. The community’s vision for the region
is:
“Valuing our natural and cultural heritage the unique communities of the Tablelands work
together to create a vibrant, sustainable, inclusive and prosperous region”

EDUCATION FACILITIES
The Atherton Tablelands region offers Primary and Secondary education through 23 State
Schools, 2 independent schools and 6 Catholic schools. In addition, there are 21 registered
Childcare and Early Education services across the region.
Vocational education is available through Tropical North Queensland Institute of TAFE’s campus
in Atherton and Mareeba or through private training organisations and other Education
facilities that service the area. Tablelands Veterinary Services has long been committed to
assisting with the training of veterinary students during their university courses and has a
collaborative arrangement with JCU to provide clinical training to final year students.
Tropical Medical Training conducts rural GP registrar training on the Tablelands for Registrars
placed at local certified medical practices. James Cook University trains undergraduate medical
students at the Atherton and Mareeba hospitals. Accommodation for medical students in
Atherton and Mareeba has been provided through a partnership between Tablelands Regional
Council, State and Commonwealth Governments.
Although there are no major universities in the Atherton Tablelands, the Cairns campus of
James Cook University and its research arm, the Cairns Institute, is located within travelling
distance, approximately 1 hour from Mareeba or 1.5 hours from Atherton.
Source: Think TNQ, Tablelands, Education

HOSPITALS & HEALTHCARE SERVICES
There are two main hospitals on the Atherton Tablelands, located in Atherton and Mareeba.
Other regional hospitals and healthcare centres are scattered across the region and include
Herberton, Chillagoe, Dimbulah, Mount Garnet, Ravenshoe Primary Health Care Centre, Millaa
Millaa Health Centre and the Malanda Primary Health Clinic.
As well as the Atherton and Mareeba hospitals, major hospitals are within 100 kilometres of
Atherton. The Cairns Base and Cairns Private Hospitals offer Surgical and Specialist Services,
Clinics, Allied health services, Outreach services and other aged services.
Source Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health Service
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HOUSING
Analysis of the housing tenure of the population of the Atherton Tablelands in 2011 compared
to Australia shows that there was a larger proportion of households who owned their dwelling;
a smaller proportion purchasing their dwelling; and a smaller proportion who were renters.
Overall, 40.4% of the population owned their dwelling; 24.8% were purchasing, and 26.8%
were renting, compared with 31.0%, 33.3% and 28.7% respectively for Australia.
The largest changes in housing tenure categories for the households in the Atherton Tablelands
between 2006 and 2011 were:




Mortgage (+562 persons)
Fully owned (+540 persons)
Renting - Private (+439 persons)

The total number of households in the Atherton Tablelands region increased by 1,490 between
2006 and 2011 which is equivalent to an average of 298 per year. Based on population
estimates, it is anticipated that this demand is likely to continue at the same rate (Spies
2013).
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing, 2006 and 2011 (Enumerated data)
Compiled and presented in profile.id by .id, the population experts.

HEALTH & WELLBEING
The Atherton Tablelands boasts a range of health facilities which include a range of
chiropractic, osteopathic, physiotherapy, massage and natural therapy centres as well as spas
and day retreats.
Innot Hot Springs located between Ravenshoe and Mt Garnet also offers Natural Mineral
Springs. The hot springs of Nettle Creek have long been established as rejuvenating and
healing.
Blue Care is a registered charity provider of a range of community and residential care services
such as Disability, Nursing, Palliative and Respite Care to name a few. The Tablelands region
has two service centres located in Atherton and Mareeba.
Tablelands Community Directory is an online platform developed to link communities with
services.
Source: Think TNQ, Tablelands, Health & Wellbeing

ARTS, CULTURE AND FESTIVALS
The Atherton Tablelands celebrates and showcases itself to visitors with a myriad of local
events occurring each week and annual festivals include:
-

The Atherton and Malanda Shows
The Mareeba Rodeo
Mt Garnet Races and Rodeo
The Atherton Maize Festival
The Great Wheelbarrow Race

-

Taste of the Tablelands (Atherton)
Mareeba Multicultural Festival
Yungaburra Folk Festival
Tinaroo Barra Bash
Torimba Festival Ravenshoe

The Tablelands Regional Council supports the region’s strong arts and culture community with
exhibits, displays, programs, workshops, events and activities hosted across local galleries
including the Tablelands Regional Gallery, the Old Atherton Post Office Gallery and the Foyer
Art Gallery.
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LOCAL TRANSPORT SERVICES
Throughout the Atherton Tablelands there are a range of transport options available including
bus and coach services which operate a passenger and light freight service between Atherton,
Mareeba, Kuranda and Cairns and all towns and villages en-route. This service also connects at
Atherton for Ravenshoe and Mareeba with Chillagoe. However, the large distances between
towns and low passenger numbers provide particular challenges for public and community
transport operators with many routes not being viable without government subsidies.
Consequently workers, especially young workers, are not able to travel between towns and
districts to access jobs and in some instances, farm businesses provide transport for their own
workers into town.
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OUR ECONOMY
GROSS REGIONAL PRODUCT
Gross Regional Product (GRP) for 2011/12 for the Atherton Tablelands region is estimated to
be $1,906 million, which equates to 0.71% of Queensland’s overall Gross Production. Worker
Productivity for the Atherton Tablelands is estimated to be $100,900 which is comparatively
below the state average of $116,800. It is however, in line with another largely agricultural
industry area the Burdekin, which has an average of $100,701 (economy.id 2013) and above
that of the neighbouring Cairns region ($98,391).

LOCAL BUSINESS
The Atherton Tablelands boasts a diverse collection of complementary industry sectors which
contribute to the region’s entrepreneurial vibrancy. A melting pot of business expertise,
cultures and service offerings has seen the region’s business numbers continue to grow despite
global pressures.

NUMBER OF BUSINESSES AND TURNOVER
The number of businesses operating in the Atherton Tablelands as at 30 June 2011 was 4,807
(ABS 2012b) and of these businesses, 94% were small businesses, each employing less than
20 people. The greatest number of registered businesses is represented by Agriculture,
Forestry and Fishing (30%) followed by the Construction industry (17%) and then by service
sectors including Tourism, Mining Services and Aged Care.
KEY STATISTICS





49% of the region’s enterprises turnover $100,000 or less each year
34% turnover between $100,000 and $500,000
14% of businesses turnover $500,000 to $2 million
Less than 200 businesses (4%) turnover more than $2 million annually
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Table 16: Businesses by Industry Division and Turnover Size Ranges as at June 2011
ANNUAL TURNOVER
$50k
$100k
$200k
$500k
Zero
$2m
to less
to less
to less to less
INDUSTRY DIVISION
to
or
than
than
than
than
$50k
more
$100k
$200K
$500k
$2m

Total

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing

570

207

178

231

210

33

1429

Construction

185

192

154

152

105

20

808

Rental, Hiring and Real Estate Services

149

94

79

61

24

6

413

56

41

57

55

76

36

321

Retail Trade
Transport, Postal and Warehousing

53

49

56

60

33

9

260

Professional, Scientific and Technical Services

99

53

55

25

19

6

257

Other Services

39

35

55

50

33

0

212

Accommodation and Food Services

35

24

40

51

33

12

195

Manufacturing

49

41

33

21

33

9

186

Financial and Insurance Services

78

20

21

13

18

0

150

Health Care and Social Assistance

32

25

12

30

25

9

133

Administrative and Support Services

36

21

19

9

8

6

99

Wholesale Trade

25

12

15

18

12

12

94

Arts and Recreation Services

23

15

12

15

3

0

68

Mining

21

3

6

12

6

9

57

22

16

3

0

3

0

44

6

6

9

9

6

3

39

Not Classified

1

Education and Training
Information Media and Telecommunications

6

9

3

3

0

0

21

Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste Services

9

3

3

0

3

0

18

Public Administration and Safety
TOTAL

0

3

0

0

0

0

3

1493

869

810

815

650

170

4807

31%

18%

17%

17%

14%

4%

100%

Source: From Australian Bureau of Statistics, Businesses by Industry Division by Statistical Area Level 2 by Turnover
Size Ranges, June 2011. Released at 11.30 am (Canberra time) 24 April 2012

LOWER COST OF WAGES & HOUSING AFFORDABILITY
The median individual weekly income in that Atherton Tablelands is $451; $102 less than
Regional Queensland and $261 less than Australia. Lower labour costs present an opportunity
for prospective investors and employers and is complementary to the region's lower costs of
living. This is evident through an analysis of the distribution of households by rental payment
quartiles in the region, which shows that there were a smaller proportion of households in the
highest payment quartile, and a larger proportion in the lowest payment quartile compared
with that of Queensland and Australia (profile.id. 2013).

INDUSTRY SECTORS
Leading industry sectors have distinctly emerged and fundamentally developed from the
natural advantages of the Atherton Tablelands region.
Endowed with natural assets such as rich mineral resource deposits, prime agricultural and
grazing lands, beautiful tourism products and the offering of a lifestyle second to none; our
resilient landscape continues to support the growth of our leading economic base industries.
Agriculture, tourism, construction and the mineral and resource sector continues to drive our
regional economy and in parallel, the emergence of new sectors such as aged care, tropical
knowledge, renewable energy, culture, arts and creativity each add to our exportable products
and services into both the domestic and international markets.
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AGRICULTURE
A DIVERSE & PROSPEROUS REGIONAL INDUSTRY
Of the 64,768 square kilometres covered by the Tablelands Regional Council local government
area, approximately 6,000 square kilometres is used for prime agricultural production, with
most of the region’s agricultural activity occurring on the elevated, eastern highlands - from
Julatten in the north, to Dimbulah in the west and to Ravenshoe in the south.
Water, soils and diverse growing conditions have sustained development of a diverse range of
agricultural and horticultural cropping operations including plant and animal industries and
production of both tropical and subtropical crops of which 39 large agricultural industries have
been identified (Dickson 2012).

AN INDUSTRY LEADING THE WAY
Agriculture is the largest contributor to the regional economy, realising a Gross Value of
Production (GVP) of over $404 million (2010/11 financial year) which is not inclusive of the
value adding which occurs in food processing.
The 2010/11 GVP represents an increase of approximately 23% in the Atherton Tablelands
agricultural sector over the previous seven years, when compared with similar estimates for
the 2003/04 financial year. Furthermore, the value of Agriculture in the catchment of the
region’s broader commercial centres, such as the Cape and Gulf, is in the order of $710 million
(Spies 2013).
Tree crop industries, valued at $220 million,
are the largest component of the Atherton
Tablelands agriculture sector, followed by field
crops ($90 million), animal industries ($79
million) and lifestyle horticulture ($15 million)
- each contributing significantly to a
prosperous local economy.

Figure 4: Gross Value of Agriculture
Production by Sector Type

20%

Tree Crops
54%
22%

Field Crops
Animal

The Queensland Agriculture Trends 2012-13
Report (DAFF 2013) valued agriculture in
Queensland at $10,542 million for the
2010/11 period. The Atherton Tablelands agriculture industry therefore generates
approximately 3.8% of Queensland's gross value of agriculture production. Locally, the
industry accounts for 30% of businesses which in turn employ approximately 13% of the
population.

STRENGTH IN DIVERSITY
The success and resilience of the Atherton Tablelands’ agriculture industry is attributable to the
diversity of sectors suitable to the vast region. Primary producers and farmers rotate crops and
develop farming systems that are adaptive to southern market cycles and consumer demands.
The region’s 39 agriculture industries are categorised into four major groups; Tree Crops, Field
Crops, Animal Industries and Lifestyle Horticulture and their Gross Production Value for
2010/11 is summarised further in the table below.
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GROSS VALUE OF PRODUCTION
The following table was compiled by Geoff Dickinson of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries &
Forestry (Mareeba) on behalf of the State of Queensland, (Dickson 2012). Through a comprehensive
process, data was obtained from 39 significant sectors as well as multiple industry, government and
grower sources to calculate industry figures. The data should be recognised as best estimates only
(Dickson 2012).
Table 17: Gross Value Production of Agriculture 2010/11 for the Atherton Tablelands
GVP of Tablelands Agriculture 2010/11
Agricultural Activity

Area (ha)

No. of Farms

Volume sold

Unit

Gross Revenue ($)

Banana

1,272

33

34,660

tonnes

$95,188,720

Mango

2,500

200

13,975

tonnes

$44,981,250

550,000

500

40,000

850

70

6,300

Beef cattle
Avocado

head

$30,000,000

tonnes

$28,978,206

Dairy cattle

8,800

62

56,000,000

litres

$28,112,000

Sugar

7,941

68

716,564

tonnes

$27,874,340

Potatoes

1,200

65

30,000

tonnes

$19,500,000

Citrus

402

250

6,672

tonnes

$17,384,357

Papaya

200

15

7,781

tonnes

$15,561,000

Nursery production

100

20

n/a

n/a

$10,100,000

Lychee

280

40

1,019

Grass seed
Pumpkins
Aquaculture

tonnes

$7,642,500

2,061

35

730

tonnes

$6,679,600

250

25

8,700

tonnes

$6,525,000

30

17

423

tonnes

$5,990,000

1,700

45

7,000

tonnes

$5,950,000

Poultry (meat)

40

10

9,000,000

birds

$5,850,000

Pork

20

6

18,777

head

$4,495,323

3,416

45

16,876

tonnes

$4,472,140

Peanuts

Maize
Poultry (eggs)

10

2

1,534,651

cartons

$4,375,192

Flowers

40

28

4,995,000

stems

$3,996,000

Longans

135

20

1,192

tonnes

$3,575,700

60

1

2,688

tonnes

$3,327,100

Pineapples
Mixed vegetables

71

24

2,156

tonnes

$3,248,000

Legume seed

853

20

1,275

tonnes

$2,986,500

Tea

750

4

2,625

tonnes

$2,625,000

Coffee

215

7

323

tonnes

$2,580,000

3,600

10

32,000

cubic m

$2,162,000

Forestry plantations
Table grapes

54

8

324

tonnes

$1,944,000

3,168

55

11,406

tonnes

$1,900,998

Mixed fruit

17

18

207

tonnes

$1,015,000

Basil

38

9

729,600

Hay

Melons

32

5

1,072

Turf

27

2

221,645

Custard apples

22

12

220

Tea-tree

70

10

21,000

Passionfruit

15

20

Macadamia

58

3

0

124

Honey^
Cashews

240

1

TOTALS

590,537

1,889

bunches

$875,520

tonnes

$841,312

metres²

$787,922

tonnes

$726,000

litres

$665,000

225

tonnes

$540,000

145

tonnes

$435,000

117

tonnes

$386,595

100

tonnes

$190,000
$

404,467,275

^ Of the 124 registered beekeepers, it is estimated that there are only 6-8 commercial Honey producers.
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TREE CROPS
The Banana industry was the most valuable agricultural industry on the Atherton Tablelands
in 2010/11, valued at $95 million however, this is partially attributable to significantly high
prices for bananas in late 2010/11 due to damage from Tropical Cyclone Yasi to coastal banana
crops. Furthermore, many new banana plantations have been established.
More than 40 per cent of Queensland’s Mango production is in the Mareeba area, the industry
represents the largest area under tree crop on the Atherton Tablelands and was valued at $45
million. Whist the Avocado industry has expanded in recent years, the 2010/11 GVP of $29
million is reflective of the yield losses due to Tropical Cyclone Yasi however production overall
accounts for 29% of Queensland’s avocados.
Other tree crop industries have experienced significant growth over the past seven years
including the citrus industry, particularly Limes and Papayas which have both nearly doubled
in size and valued at $17.4 and $15.6 million respectively.
Smaller tree crop industries include: Lychee ($7.6m), Longan ($3.6m), Table Grapes
($1.9m), Custard Apples ($0.7m), Passionfruit ($0.5m), Macadamias ($0.4m) and
Cashews ($0.2m). Mixed fruits: Carambola (Star Fruit), Jackfruit, Dragonfruit, LowChill Stone Fruit and Persimmons were collectively valued at $1 million.
Forestry Plantations (Caribbean & Hoop Pine) were valued at $2.2 million.

FIELD CROPS
The Sugar ($27.9m), Grass Seed ($6.7m), Legume Seed ($3.0m) and associated Hay
($1.9 m) industries have remained relatively stable over this same period.
Queensland’s gross value of Potato production is forecast at $54 million for 2012/13 and the
Atherton and Herberton areas are among the main potato growing areas in the state,
accounting for $19.5m GVP in 2010/11. Potatoes, as well as other traditional well-known field
crops such as Peanut ($6.0m) and Maize ($4.5m) have experienced declines both in value
and area planted over the past seven years.
Other important field crops have either remained stable or grown in value over the past seven
years, including: Pumpkins ($6.5m), Mixed Vegetables ($3.3m), Pineapples ($3.3m),
Basil ($0.9m) and Melons ($0.8m). The Tea and Coffee industries are each valued at $2.6 m
and Tea-Tree Oil and Mulch industry, which was in decline for many years, is now valued at
$0.7 million.

ANIMAL INDUSTRIES
The Beef Cattle industry is the most widely distributed agricultural industry on the Atherton
Tablelands and land in the central and western parts of the region is primarily cattle country.
Valued at $30 million, the Beef Cattle industry has experienced growth in recent years
particularly in the southern Tablelands, where there has been a conversion from other
industries (often dairy) to beef cattle production.
The Dairy industry, now valued at $28.1 million, has experienced the most significant
downturn of all Atherton Tablelands agricultural industries, with a 50% reduction in gross value
over the past 10 years.
The Aquaculture industry, including barramundi, eels, crayfish and crocodiles, was valued at
$6 million whist the Poultry Meat industry, valued at $5.9 million, has experienced good
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growth in recent years. Other intensive livestock industries, Pork ($4.5m) and Poultry Eggs
($4.4m) remain important animal industries to the Atherton Tablelands.
There are a total of 124 registered beekeepers on the Atherton Tablelands however it is
estimated that there are only 6-8 commercial Honey producers, with their production valued
at $0.4 million.
This sector provides essential pollination services for many Atherton
Tablelands crop industries

INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Collectively, the diversity of agriculture activity in the Atherton Tablelands paints a positive
picture regarding growth of the region’s agriculture and its resiliency over time. The region is
well positioned to produce quality agriculture and value add products to both domestic and
international markets; specifically with direct access into South Pacific and East Asian markets
through adjacent sea and air ports and rail linkages. A variety of investment opportunities
exist within the sector and a brief outline of major diversification opportunities are outlined
below.

TROPICAL BIOBASED INDUSTRIES
The Atherton Tablelands already grows a range of crops which could be converted into biofuels
and has been identified as possessing the potential to become a leading tropical biotechnology
precinct. Investment into cutting edge research and development would support the large
scale production of biomass tropical crops (both food and non-food) and the eventual
manufacture of biobased fuels, biopharmaceuticals and industrial products within the region
from non-food biomass.
Table 18: Biobased Industries In a sense, farming has always been a biobased industry.
The scope, nature and size of the opportunities for new biobased products and materials are rapidly
expanding, as illustrated below:

Category / Sector
BIOPHARMACEUTICALS
NUTRACEUTICALS
COSMECEUTICALS
BIOFUELS
BIOENERGY
BIOFIBRES
BIOPLASTICS
BIOBASED CHEMICALS

Examples of Biobased
products and markets

Remarks (information derived from a number
of sources)

Vaccines, antibodies, anticancer agents
Over the counter healthcare products/ pills
Personal-care products
(skin, hair, anti-ageing)
Transportation – ethanol
and biodiesel

Global biologics market to reach US$160 billion by
2015
World demand will increase 7.2 % p/a to $23.7
billion in 2015
US demand to increase 5.8 % p/a to $8.5 billion in
2015
US$100 billion market for aviation biofuels (2011
projection)
Bioenergy could supply 30% of Australia’s
electricity by 2050
Natural fibre composites >$530 million by 2016
(11% CAGR)
Global bioplastics market to grow at 32% over
2010-2014
Succinic acid market to grow 6 fold to $1.35 billion
by 2015

Green electricity and heat
Automobile, housing,
textiles, construction
Automobile, electronics,
construction, furniture
Chemicals, paints, dyes,
enzymes, solvents, inks

Source: Tablelands Community Plan 2021 (Tablelands Regional Council 2012) “Updated 2011 Table from this earlier research article.
‘Fostering the bio-economic revolution — the new age of agriculture in tropical north Queensland ‘, Peter Holden, Peter Tonello and
Natalie Dillon Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries, December 2005”

The characteristics and assets of Atherton Tablelands region conducive to supporting the
strategic development of bio-based industries, include (Spies 2013):

Agricultural Research Precinct at Peters St, Mareeba (with a long history of extensive
agricultural research and development)

Land and water plus demonstrated capacity for large scale agriculture and climate for
year- round biomass production

Proximity to ports including Mareeba regional airport
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Industrial estates plus centralised and modern sugar mill
Atherton Tablelands lifestyle plus proximity to Cairns and Wet Tropics

THE FOOD BOWL CONCEPT
As world demand for food heightens and the growing middle-class demand better quality and
greater quantities of food, the stresses on food production systems become more apparent and
the topic of food security, more widely discussed.
The Australia-China Joint Working Group’s report (Feeding the Future: A Joint Australia–China
Report on Strengthening Investment and Technological Cooperation in Agriculture to Enhance
Food Security 2012) highlights how the two countries could work together to ease growing
pressure on global food supplies and demonstrates the opportunities for developing agri-food
productive capacities and productivity enhancements that will contribute to meeting both
countries’ domestic demand and, as importantly, demand in third world countries, thus helping
address global food security challenges.
The Atherton Tablelands region is a net exporter of Agriculture and the region’s agriculture and
food systems possess the potential for growth to meet future food demands both domestically
and internationally.
Furthermore, the proposed development of irrigated agriculture in
neighbouring Gulf and Cape regions sees the Atherton Tablelands well positioned to develop
their agriculture service and supplies sectors to support the growth and development of the
whole region as a food bowl.

NICHE FOOD PROCESSING
Numerous reports, including: “Food Manufacturing & Processing Capability Profile for Tropical
North Queensland” (Outsource Management Pty Ltd 2012) and “Researching the potential to
develop an organic farming concept for the southern Tablelands” (Outsource Management Pty
Ltd 2010) discuss the various opportunities for the region to further develop value-add
products and services. Areas for development include, but are not limited to:
-

Food processing and manufacturing of the region’s produce
Developing organic produce markets
Developing food tourism/ trails

LIFESTYLE HORTICULTURE
The diverse and dynamic lifestyle horticulture sector is greatly affected by global economic
trends and their influence on consumer confidence and spending.
Production Nurseries, valued at $10.1 million, are the largest lifestyle horticulture industry
on the Atherton Tablelands despite recent declines in sales of plantation timber seedlings and
landscape plants. The value of the Cut Flower and Foliage industry remained relatively
stable at $4 million.
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TOURISM
Tourism has played a vital role in the Atherton Tablelands economy for many years and it is
the region’s natural features and historical value which attract tourists from near and far.
Scenic mountains, rainforests, lakes and waterfalls lie adjacent to outback landscapes of the
west and complement the region’s natural, geological and mining history which together,
provide a distinctive combination of tourism products catering for a broad market.
Over the past few decades, the tourism industry has further developed as a means of
diversification from declines in other industry sectors (including the timber, tobacco and dairy
industries) and accelerated as a result of an increased tourism market focus in Cairns and the
broader Tropical North Queensland region.
The future development of the region’s tourism potential centres on its outstanding natural
environment, pristine areas complemented by World Heritage Listed Rainforests, its proximity
to Cairns with its 2.2 million visitors and easy to recognise core experiences. Development of
the sector is enabled by the region’s demonstrated tourism visitation and extremely high
satisfaction levels and growing engagement between the tourism sector and traditional
industries.

REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE
The Tropical North Queensland (TNQ) region is best known as the gateway to the World
Heritage listed Great Barrier Reef and Wet Tropics Rainforests and encompasses areas Cape
York Peninsula and Torres Strait in the north, Cairns, Port Douglas, Daintree, Cape Tribulation,
Cooktown, Gulf Savannah, Atherton Tablelands and Mission Beach and south to Cardwell.
TNQ is Australia's third most important holiday destination after Sydney and Melbourne, and
remains Australia's most popular holiday destination for Japanese visitors.
In 2012, there were 2,167,000 international and domestic overnight visitors to TNQ, an
increase of 4% compared to the previous year (TQ 2013).
Visitors to TNQ spent nearly $2.8 billion in the (year ending March 2012), making it the leading
non-capital city tourism destination by value in Australia (DNRM 2012b).
There were 3,973 tourism related businesses in TNQ (as at June 2011), of which 9 in 10 are
small businesses employing less than 20 employees. The value of tourism to TNQ equates to
$11,000 per person, per year and one in 5 jobs in this region is Tourism.

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE
The Atherton Tablelands is classified as a sub-region of the TNQ area
and sub-regional tourism statistics are difficult to come by due to
varying reasons such as a large catchment area and type of market
(self-drive traveller). Tourism is traditionally a difficult industry to
measure as it encompasses many different products or services
shared by usual residents and, overall satisfaction is measured by
the traveller.
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KEY FINDINGS
In 2007 a snapshot of the Atherton Tablelands tourism industry was developed by AC Nielson
in partnership with Tourism Australia.
The Atherton Tablelands attracts 520,000 visitors per annum; 406,000 of which are domestic
visitors with the majority being from Queensland and 114,000 of which are international
visitors
The total value of tourism to the Tablelands region was estimated to be $53.5 million in 2007.

TROPICAL TABLELANDS TOURISM
Domestic Tourism in Australia is very competitive and it is therefore critical that tourism
operators and local businesses across the Atherton Tablelands collaborate and bind together to
strategically attract visitors and a share of their tourism dollar into the region.
Tropical Tablelands Tourism, the region’s local tourism membership organisation, works
collaboratively with Tourism Tropical North Queensland, the region’s tourism and strategic
marketing body. The role of Tropical Tablelands Tourism (TTT) is to support, promote,
facilitate, and encourage development of, a professional regional integrated and successful
Tourism Industry for the economic benefit of members and the broader Atherton Tablelands
community. This is achieved through the process of strategically planning and delivering
marketing strategies which promote the Atherton Tablelands as a holiday destination and
which are aligned with the work being rolled out by Tourism Australia, Tourism Queensland
and Tourism Tropical North Queensland.

INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Atherton Tablelands tourist industry is described as being in its infancy compared to
neighbouring destinations in Tropical North Queensland. In recent years however, significant
work has been delivered to better position the region to increase visitation. A multitude of
opportunities exist within the region and a short-list of these is summarised in brief below.

INFRASTRUCTURE
A significant opportunity for the Atherton Tablelands and the tourism sector lies in the
development of new infrastructure to accommodate and attract larger tourism groups. TTT,
through market research and stakeholder engagement, has identified that demand exists for a
large scale accommodation facility with room volume to attract and accommodate a larger
share of the region’s visiting market.
At present, accommodation across the Atherton Tablelands is predominately confined to
country hotel and motel style units and boutique accommodation in the form of ‘bed and
‘breakfast’ or secluded ‘mountain retreat cabins’; which certainly cater for and meet the
expectations of a proportion of visitors. The development of a 50+ room operation would
significantly impact the development of the region’s tourism industry.
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MOUNTAIN BIKING
Tablelands Integrated Mountain Biking Alliance (TiMBa), a subcommittee of Tablelands Futures
Corporation, has led the development and implementation of a strategy to harness the region’s
potential for becoming a world class mountain bike destination.
The plan is to develop a series of mountain bike trails radiating from existing community
centres across the Atherton Tablelands. These trails will be multi-purpose, accommodating not
only mountain biking, but also allow access for walking, nature studies, picnicking, orienteering
and others. There are already hundreds of kilometres of trails in existence and these will
require mapping and remedial work (grooming) to meet international mountain bike trail
standards.
Significant work has been completed in the development of world class standard mountain bike
trails at Atherton Forest Mountain Bike Park and funding has been secured for the construction
of a total of 64klm of trails.

UNIQUE FAUNA
Tropical North Queensland has the largest avifauna of any region in Australia. Over 370 bird
species can be found in the Atherton Tablelands region and it is possible to see all 12 Tropical
North Queensland endemics.
The region is also home to a healthy population of one of Australia’s most iconic wildlife
mammals, the Platypus, as well as the Lumholz Tree Kangaroo which is unique to the Wet
Tropics.

EVENTS
The Atherton Tablelands is host to a number of festivals and sporting events. Some of these
include:








Croc Trophy - the hardest, longest and most adventurous mountain bike race in the
world
Taste of the Tablelands - a showcase of the region’s finest produce
The Great Wheelbarrow Race – 140 kilometre race from Mareeba to Chillagoe
Opera in the Outback - annual event held at Undara, Mt Surprise
Mareeba Multicultural Festival – highlighting diversity and harmony of many
nationalities
Tablelands Folk Festival - longest running and second largest folk festival in Queensland
Tablelands Crane Week - celebrating the amazing spectacle of the Crane

There is huge potential to host more events in the region and in particular, sporting events
which attract both domestic and international visitors similar to National Mountain Bike
Marathon Championships held in Atherton in April 2013.
Reference Documents:




Tropical Tablelands Tourism
Tropical Tablelands Tourism Marketing Plan 2012/13
Tourism: Driving the TNQ Economy June 2011
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CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT
The Atherton Tablelands, like many other regions across Australia, has weathered the strain of
the global financial crisis. Despite this, some industries in the region have continued to
prosper however others are still persevering.
Although construction and development has slowed over the past five years, a number of
noteworthy infrastructure developments are currently in the pipeline and each of these are
deemed as being significant both in terms providing enhanced regional infrastructure as well
as potential economic impact to the region.

REGIONAL IMPACT
The construction sector is a key industry of the Atherton Tablelands and the ‘Total Value of
Building Approvals’ for 2011-12 was $84.8 million a significant increase on the 2010-11 values
of $68.9 million (TRC, 2013).
The construction industry accounts for 17% of businesses in the region (Cummings, WS 2012)
and in 2006, 1228 people employed in the sector and that number has increased to 1,559
persons in 2011 (refer Table 4, page 9).

SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL, RESIDENTIAL AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
The following development projects have been flagged by Tablelands Regional Council as
having the potential to significantly impact population growth and economic development in
the region.

INDUSTRIAL
Name of Project:

Tablelands Sugar Mill Extension

Company/Developer:
MSF Limited
Address of Project:
Springmount Road, Arriga, 4880
Project expected commence:
2012
Expected
duration
of
project 0 - 2 years
(years):
This project involves a $42m expansion of the Arriga Sugar Mill, with the primary focus of this expansion
being the installation of a sugar crystallization process at the 'tail end' of the existing process train. The
installation of the processing equipment will allow processing of cane grown on the Tablelands into raw,
crystallized sugar, whereas at the moment processing is limited to the production of sugar syrup which is
then transported by road tanker to MSF's South Johnstone Mill for further processing.
Name of Project:

McAuliffe Industrial Development

Company/Developer:
Address of Project:
Project expected commence:
Expected
duration
of
project
(years):
48 industry zoned lots

RG McAuliffe
Manthey Road, Atherton, 4883
2014
More than 10 years
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Name of Project:

Mareeba Industrial Park

Company/Developer:
Tablelands Regional Council
Address of Project:
Martin Tenni Drive, Mareeba, 4880
Project expected commence:
2013
Expected
duration
of
project More than 10 years
(years):
Mareeba Industrial Park (MIP) comprises in excess of 200 hectares of noxious, offensive and hazardous
industry zoned land. Since May 2005, 63 lots have been produced for sale to developers. It is anticipated
that the MIP will take at least 30 years to fully development with approximately 100 additional lots expected
to be developed within next 10 years. The MIP has a number of attributes which make it suitable for large
scale industrial development:
an abundant supply of relatively inexpensive, appropriately zoned land
a secure water supply
able to accommodate all types of industrial activity
centrally located with sealed all weather road access
close to both rail and road transport depots
underground power, water, sewerage and telephone services provided to each lot

Name of Project:

Trimarchi Industrial Development

Company/Developer:
Address of Project:
Project expected commence:
Expected
duration
of
project
(years):
50-60 industry zoned lots

GFD Trimarchi
Manthey Road, Atherton, 4883
2014
More than 10 years

Name of Project:

Expansion of throughput of existing poultry abattoir and poultry
industry

Company/Developer:
Baiada Select Poultry
Address of Project:
2 Moody Street, Mareeba, 4880
Project expected commence:
2012
Expected
duration
of
project 0 - 2 years
(years):
Expansion of throughput of existing poultry abattoir and associated expansion of industry

RESIDENTIAL
Name of Project:

Construction of 38 aged units across the Tablelands Regional Council

Company/Developer:

Tablelands Regional Council - various contractors have been used in
accordance with the procurement policy.
Various: Atherton, Kuranda, Mareeba, Mt Molloy, Malanda,
Yungaburra
2012 (due to be completed June 2013)
0 - 2 years

Address of Project:

Project expected commence:
Expected
duration
of
project
(years):
The project involves the development of 38 units of affordable housing for low income elderly in the Atherton
Tablelands. These units will be managed by local government under One Social Housing System. The project
aligns with the findings of a recent aged care survey where 2,605 persons aged over 65 years were included
in the households that returned a survey. The 38 Units are spread across 6 different towns on the Atherton
Tablelands - Atherton, Mareeba, Yungaburra, Mt Molloy, Malanda and Kuranda.
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RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
Name of Project:

Mt Emerald Wind Farm

Company/Developer:
Ratch Australia Corporation
Address of Project:
Springmount Road, Arriga, 4880
Project expected commence:
2014
Expected
duration
of
project 0 - 2 years
(years):
Construction of a Wind Farm comprising approximately 75 turbines. Valued at approximately $550m.
Further comments: subject to development approval, 150 jobs in construction phase, 15 jobs on-going
Name of Project:

High Road Wind Farm

Company/Developer:
Ratch Australia Corporation
Address of Project:
Tumoulin Road, Tumoulin, 4888
Project expected commence:
2013
Expected
duration
of
project 0 - 2 years
(years):
Construction of a Wind Farm comprising approximately 17 turbines. Valued at approximately $90m.
Source: Summary of survey response provided by Tablelands Regional Council to the Office of the Government in November 2011
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MINERALS & RESOURCE SECTOR
Higher commodity prices, the high Australian dollar, our macro policy environment and global
economic challenges each play a significant role in Australia’s mineral and resource sector
however despite these conditions, Australia’s growth continues to remain solid off the back of
mining and, equally the value of mining activity in Far North Queensland has continued to
grow.
The Atherton Tablelands benefits both directly from mining and resource activities as well as
indirectly through flow on effects and therefore the broader context of mining in the Far North
Queensland region is significant to the Atherton Tablelands.
In 2010/11 Far North Queensland saw a rise in mining activity, taking the value of mineral
sales from the region to over a billion at $1,166 million and value of production to just under a
billion at $970 million with the difference in value partially attributable to transport costs
included in sale values (Cummings, W 2012).

RESOURCE RICH
The Atherton Tablelands is well positioned en-route between mines sites and sea/air ports, to
support the growth of the sector through the provision of mining and resource sector services
and a skilled/ semi-skilled workforce.
The Atherton Tablelands also offers an excellent home base for the fly/ drive in and out
workforce, rich in lifestyle and with access to all the services and amenities required of a
minerals and resource sector worker and their family. The region has already seen an increase
in employment in the mining sector by 242 persons since 2006, up to 674 in 2011 as more
mining sector works choose the Atherton Tablelands as their home base (refer Table 4, page
9).

NATURALLY VALUABLE
In 2009/10, the value of mining to the Atherton Tablelands and neighbouring Etheridge
regions was $265 million and $644 million to our nearest neighbours in the Cook and the
Peninsula regions, equating to $909 million for Far North Queensland (Cummings 2011). The
biggest contribution was from bauxite mined at Weipa (Peninsula), where 19 million tonnes
was produced valued at $774 million in sales and $501 million in production.
Table 19: Value of Mining in Far North Queensland by mineral Type 2009/10 (Cummings, W 2012)
Bauxite

Silica

Base metals

Other

Total

$613 m

$30 m

$261 m

$9 m

$909 m

In 2010/11, the value of production in the Atherton Tablelands, Chillagoe and Etheridge area
was up to $420 million with copper concentrate, cathode and precipitate leading at $354
million and lead and zinc adding a further $64 million.
Table 20: Value of Sales & Production, Far North Queensland, 2010/11 (Cummings, W 2012)
Region

Sales $m

Production

Cairns’ hinterland (Atherton Tablelands, Chillagoe,

$357

$434

Peninsula (bauxite, silica sand)

$809

$536

Total

$1,166

$970
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The value of minerals sales and production in Far North Queensland has continued to rise
strongly in recent years, except for a temporary dip following the global financial crisis.
Table 21: Value of Sales & Production of Minerals, FNQ Statistical Division (Cummings, W 2012)
Year

2005/06

2006/07

2007/08

2008/09

2009/10

2010/11

Sales $m

$437

$753

$838

$561

$909

$1,166

Production
$

$363

$591

$680

$369

$640

$970

GROWTH & EXPANSION
The construction of new mines have demonstrable flow-on effects to surrounding local
economies such as the Atherton Tablelands and it is anticipated that as new mines open, they
will further add to the value of production and sales and provide an excellent economic
opportunity for the Atherton Tablelands
Figure 5: Map of the major mining projects and mineral resources in the Atherton Tablelands and west of
the ports of Cairns and Mourilyan

Source: Extracted from “Queensland’s Mineral Petroleum and Energy Operations and Resources” (Queensland Government 2011)

OPPORTUNITIES
There has been unprecedented mining exploration activity in and around the Atherton
Tablelands with some mines in the early stages of development. Improvements to existing
and development of new mining industries are also being considered with gold, zinc, copper
sulphate, tungsten trioxide and other base metals such as copper, lead, tin and silver being
mined in the Atherton Tablelands region. The global and domestic demand for mining
resources will see growth in mining activities on and around the Atherton Tablelands (TIWG,
2012) and the region has the capacity to function as a major service centre to support such
activity (Spies 2013).
Direct Mining


Hong Kong-based investment company Snow Peak International Investment Pty Ltd has
acquired Kagara's central region project at Mount Garnet for $29.3 million, plus the
assumption of $10.7 million of environmental bonds. Consolidated Tin Mines has
identified five new anomalous tin zones at the Mt Garnet Tin Project from stage one of a
regional soil sampling program. The $130M per annum project is on target to start
production at the end of 2014.
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Monto Minerals states that Tin is widely tipped to be the best performing metal in 2013
and that tin supply has been in deficit since 2008, with a forecasted deficit of 3,500
tonnes in 2013 (Morgan Stanley). The Herberton Tin Project is well underway with
drilling of high grade targets set to commence in late April 2013 and consistent new
flow commencing mid-May through to December 2013. Monto Minerals has also signed
an agreement with Chinese group Snow Peak Mining (SPM) for the right to mine on the
Baal Gammon Project.

Indirect Mining
The further growth of the Mineral and Resource sector across the country and offshore
positions the Atherton Tablelands as a fly-in-fly-out base for workers servicing the Northern
Australia and Papua New Guinea mineral resource sector as well as a supply centre for
products and services such as aviation services and food products (Spies 2013).




Rio Tinto Alcan expects to spend nearly $528 million over three years in the Far North
building its new $1.45 billion South of Embley bauxite mine near Weipa. The project
includes new mining areas, construction of new infrastructure including beneficiation
plants, power station, warehouses, workshops, barge and ferry facilities, ship loading
facilities, and an access road. Construction could start in 2013, depending on regulatory
and internal approvals.
BHP Billiton Mitsubishi Alliance (BMA) has committed to sourcing of 250 full time
workers from Far North Queensland for the new Caval Ridge and Daunia mines in the
Bowen Basin, Central Queensland. This could see the benefits of the resource sector
spread further across the Atherton Tablelands region.
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AGED CARE
ONE QUARTER
25.1% of Atherton Tablelands is aged over 60 years old and population age structure is a key
consideration in a region’s development as it impacts planning, workforce participation,
industry, investment, services such as healthcare, funding requirements, policy mechanisms
and more.
The age structure of the Atherton Tablelands presents both opportunities and challenges and
defines the types of services required by those living in the region’s communities.
In 2011 the median age of the Atherton Tablelands population was 43, up from 41.2 years in
2006 and projected to increase by 6 years to 47.2 years in 2031. Comparatively, the median
age in Queensland was 34 in 2011 and is projected to be 40.2 years in 2031 (under the
medium series).
The population in the Atherton Tablelands is clearly ageing and already attracts migrants in the
50-65 years age group, drawn by the tropical highland climate and rural and relaxed lifestyle
(Spies 2012a).

TABLELANDS RETIREMENT AND AGED CARE FACILITIES ACTION GROUP
A community-based group, formed in July 2009, consisting of representatives of three local
seniors' associations as well as representatives of Tablelands Regional Council, Tablelands
Futures Corporation and Advance Cairns. The group was formed in direct response to
community concern and a call for more retirement accommodation and aged care facilities on
the Atherton Tablelands.
In 2010, the group conducted community forums and a questionnaire survey to determine the
demand for residential accommodation for the aging population on the Atherton Tablelands
(Cunningham-Reid 2010). This built on works completed by Tablelands Regional Council in
2009 documented as “Aged Care in the Tablelands Region: Aged Accommodation and Support
Services” (Tablelands Regional Council 2009).
Both the discussion paper and survey results demonstrate evidence of significant demand and
a detailed database is available which highlights explicit demand based on both locations and
accommodation preference.

OPPORTUNITIES
There is a major gap between the supply and demand for retirement oriented accommodation
on the Atherton Tablelands which represents both an opportunity for the region as well as a
challenge.
Unless steps are taken now to address this situation, it will become more acute as the
population of the Atherton Tablelands aged over 65 years expands. It is forecast that there
will be over 4000 more people aged over 65 years in 2016 than in 2006 (Tablelands Regional
Council 2009).
Immediate, strategic action is required to fulfil the changing accommodation needs of the
aging population on the Atherton Tablelands and, as well as fulfilling local demand, there is
also the potential to satisfy a wider demand from outside the region.
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Community consultation indicates that any development of retirement specific accommodation
must go hand-in-hand with provision of an adequate level of residential aged care facilities.
Whilst there are currently four excellent residential aged care facilities already on the Atherton
Tablelands, forecasts of the growth in numbers of those potentially requiring aged care over
the next five to ten years show that a substantial investment in more aged care beds is
required.

CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS
The following developments are examples of retirement style developments currently
underway.
Highland Villas: located in Atherton, this $3.1 million boutique retirement style complex is
due for completion mid-2013. The complex features 9 two bedroom villas under a Community
Title Scheme and is located closely to Carinya aged home and the hospital.
Savannah Lifestyle Resorts: located in Mareeba, this resort is designed for over-50's and is
currently in the first stage of construction. The resort offers 170 homes on leasehold and 5star amenities.
Reference documents:


Cunningham-Reid, A 2010, Forum and Questionnaire Report, Tablelands Retirement &
Aged Care Facilities Action Group.



Tablelands Regional Council 2009, Aged Care In The Tablelands Region: Aged
accommodation and support services survey report and discussion paper.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY
The threats of climate change, natural disasters and peak oil make it imperative that the
region seeks to reduce its dependency on fossil fuels and develops reliable and alternate
energy sources though unique opportunities and emerging innovations in hydro, wind, solar
and biofuels.
The vast majority of the region’s energy supply is via transmission and distribution networks
connected through the grid, to state owned power stations or, in some cases, by diesel
generators.
The development of a renewable energy sector will enable local power generation and
distribution which enables the region to secure the long term growth, prosperity and well-being
and decreases the risks associated with loss of power in terms of economic productivity and
community safety.
Local renewable energy opportunities further mitigate the risks of higher electricity costs and
transmission losses and will enable the region to better manage demand, increase reliability
and security and reduce emissions whilst enabling future regional economic growth.
Wind and hydro energy projects currently exist in the Atherton Tablelands (as outlined in ‘Our
Physical Assets’ section) and there are further new projects underway. Some potential also
exists for geothermal electricity generation.

REGIONAL OUTLOOK
In recent years, a number of industry led studies and development plans have been completed
which are outlined in brief below.

‘ROAM’ REPORT
The ‘Energy development opportunities in North Queensland - Summary Report’ produced by
ROAM Consulting (ROAM Consulting Pty Ltd 2009) identifies the following key findings:
 Development in renewable energy will be economically very favourable under the
expanded Renewable Energy Target, and the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme.
 Early movers will have a significant advantage under the Renewable Energy Target
scheme.
 North Queensland has substantial renewable energy resources.
 North Queensland has very high marginal loss factors. This is very favourable to
generation developers.
 Renewable energy development in North Queensland will help to prevent continual rise
in marginal loss factors in North Queensland, which will be to the significant benefit of
loads in the region, ensuring continued economic development.
 Load growth and transmission strength in North Queensland make it a very attractive
development location for renewable energy.
 For these reasons, North Queensland is a superior location for renewable energy
development.
 Development in renewable energy is economically competitive, and has long term
benefits in comparison with development in fossil fuel technologies
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REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS
There are immediate opportunities for development in substantial renewable energy in North
Queensland. In order to capture the benefits of renewable energy for Queensland, there should
be an immediate focus on identification and development of resources in:
1. Wind energy
2. Sugar cane bagasse (biomass) energy
3. Solar thermal energy
Reference Document:


ROAM Consulting Pty Ltd 2009, Energy development opportunities in North Queensland
- Summary Report.

TNQ RENEWABLE ENERGY
A regional profile and industry development plan has recently been developed for the Tropical
North Queensland Region by industry, for industry.

INDUSTRY PROFILE
The profile identified a number of key strengths, which include:







Solar photovoltaic – design, installation, maintenance
Large scale wind generation – project development, project and asset management
Biomass (Bagasse) – feedstock handling, electricity generation, system operation and
maintenance
Biodiesel production – production, operation, maintenance
Isolated generation (not connected to the grid)– renewable energy integration into
diesel generation systems
Professional services – Engineering, consulting, project management.

VISION
An analysis of these capabilities has resulted in the formulation of a vision for the region,
which is:
“To enhance and diversify the economy of Tropical North Queensland through the support,
development and deployment of renewable energy technologies that deliver industry growth
through increased revenue, jobs and renewable energy capacity.”

INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT PLAN
To continue the significant progress already made in growing TNQ’s renewable energy industry
and to support the implementation of the above vision, the Industry Development Plan
identifies 4 strategies to be implemented between 2012 and 2015 - those being:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Facilitate TNQ renewable energy deployment projects
Foster renewable energy innovation
Focus on areas of expertise
Increase local manufacturing

An action plan to achieve these strategies is detailed in the report.
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Reference Documents:



Smyth, D & Behrendorff, G 2012, Tropical North Queensland Renewable Energy Profile.
Prepared for the Queensland Government Department of Energy and Water Supply,
Evolve Energy, Cairns.
Smyth, D & Behrendorff, G 2012, Tropical North Queensland Renewable Energy
Industry Development Plan. Prepared for the Queensland Government Department of
Energy and Water Supply, Evolve Energy, Cairns.

OPPORTUNITIES
The TNQ Renewable Energy Industry Development Plan outlines the potential for the local
renewable industry to grow. And, as well as these opportunities, there are currently a number
of development projects underway.

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
The existing wind generation capacity in the Atherton Tablelands region is 12 megawatts. The
combined capacity of the two proposed wind farms on the Atherton Tablelands (High Road and
Mt Emerald) is 260 megawatts and the wind resource available in the region is able to cater for
substantial additional capacity (Smyth & Behrendorff 2012).
Name of Project:

Mt Emerald Wind Farm

Company/Developer:
Ratch Australia Corporation
Address of Project:
Springmount Road, Arriga, 4880
Project expected commence:
2014
Expected
duration
of
project 0 - 2 years
(years):
Construction of a Wind Farm comprising approximately 75 turbines. Valued at approximately $550mil.
Further comments: subject to development approval, 150 jobs in construction phase, 15 jobs on-going

Name of Project:

High Road Wind Farm

Company/Developer:
Ratch Australia Corporation
Address of Project:
Tumoulin Road, Tumoulin, 4888
Project expected commence:
2013
Expected
duration
of
project 0 - 2 years
(years):
Construction of a Wind Farm comprising approximately 17 turbines. Valued at approximately $90m.
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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
Creative Industries are essential to the character of our region and the culture of our
communities. They are the lifeblood of a vibrant and inventive society. Successful creative
businesses do not succeed solely on the strength of creative content and services, they also
deploy energy and creativity in managing sustainable and competitive businesses (Australian
Government 2013).
The term Creative Industries describes the creative intellectual property generated which has the
potential to be commercialised and contribute to regional economies.
Although there is no universal agreement about the composition of the creative industries, the
sector is generally considered to include:

Music and
performing arts

Film, television,
radio and
entertainment

Software
development
and interactive
media

Advertising and
marketing

Writing,
publishing and
print media

Architecture and
design including
interior,
landscape, urban
and fashion
design

Embedded
Creatives
including public
art and visual
arts

Figure 6: Creative Industries Sector Composition

PRESENTERS/ OUTLETS

SUPPLIERS

•Galleries, shops, theatres,
cinemas, publishers,
agents, and the like.

•Entities that supply goods and
services to producers, including
art materials, musical
instruments and photographic
equipment.

PRODUCERS

EDUCATION

•The actual practitioners
including artists and
designers, working alone or
in a range of entities.

•People, schools and other
institutions, providing skills
development, training and
education to the sector.

Cre8ive
INDUSTRY

Activity in the Creative Industries sector is typically composed of four major elements:
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The creative industries sector typically features elements of professional, pro-am, and amateur
activity as well as an additional amount of voluntary, unpaid, and pro bono activity. Creative
producers are overwhelmingly characterised by single individuals often acting as solo operators
or collaborating in small groups. However, in some creative industry segments, there are
highly commercialised corporate bodies involved, such as in the media. Like the Tourism
industry, it is difficult to place a value on the sector due to the multitude of activities and
elements which are considered to make up the sector and the difficulty in obtaining data
across these.
The Far North Queensland region’s Creative Industries sector was estimated to comprise of
about 2,300 entities (earning some level of income) and involve about 6,000 persons, with
estimated equivalent full-time employment of about 2,900.
Of those entities, about 40%
were located outside of Cairns (across Far North Queensland) and the number of entities per
head of population was especially high in Kuranda. Other studies suggest that the creative
sector is also a key driver of the southern Tablelands region, which is home to inventors, ITS
specialists, cartographers, artists, web designers and artists (Spies 2013).
Using local information, excluding where possible, the value of imported product and excluding
where possible, double counting of turnover between suppliers, producers, and outlets, it was
estimated that the sector’s value of ‘turnover at outlet level’ was of the order of $280 million in
2006, and estimated to be approaching $300 million in 2008 for the Far North Queensland
region (Cummings 2008).
The Queensland Government estimates that the sector provides 74,000 jobs and $3.4 billion a
year to the Queensland economy and values annual exports at $1.1 billion (Queensland
Government 2013). The Creative Industries Innovation Centre (CIIC) (CIIC 2012) estimates
that across Australia, 122,000 make up the Creative Industries, employing over 270,000
people.
2%
6%

2%
Software & Interactive Content

5%
41%

9%

Design
Architecture

12%

Advertising & Marketing
Film, TV & Radio
23%

Visual Arts
Music & Performing Arts
Writing, Publishing & Print Media

Figure 8: Total Number of Businesses Nationally per Segment (CIIC 2012)

CREATIVE AUSTRALIA
The Australian Government’s 2013 national cultural policy, celebrates Australia’s strong,
diverse and inclusive culture. It describes the essential role arts and culture play in the life of
every Australian and how creativity is central to Australia’s economic and social success: a
creative nation is a productive nation.

Atherton Tablelands | Our Economy, Our Future

Page 46

OPPORTUNITIES
As resources become scarce and the challenges of globalisation increase, it is anticipated that
this sector, which is based on ideas, inspiration and innovation will increasingly become a
driver of economic growth.
Arts and cultural activities and creative industries do not only
stimulate growth in the economy, they create substantial employment opportunities
The digital age is already driving changes in the traditional structures that support arts and
culture and in the business models that enable creative industries to produce and distribute
Australian content.
The National Broadband Network is Australia’s most significant infrastructure project of the
21st century as it provides regions with access to high-speed broadband and will aid whole
sectors to transform as they enter into the digital age. Ubiquitous high speed broadband will
magnify the impact of engagement with multiple devices, create more demanding audiences,
challenge traditional business models, and foster new opportunities businesses (Australian
Government 2013). For the Atherton Tablelands, this offers an opportunity to attract a greater
proportion of knowledge workers, grow our entrepreneurial spirit and home based businesses
and enable the tele-worker to live and work in the region.
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STAKEHOLDERS
The following summarises key stakeholders in the Atherton Tablelands region:

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATIONS
Tablelands Futures Corporation
The lead organisation responsible for identifying and pursuing economic opportunities
Tropical Tablelands Tourism
Local tourism organisation for the Atherton Tablelands region

Tablelands Industry Workforce Group
Not-for-profit industry and community group who come together to identify, improve and expand a
sustainable workforce within the Tablelands region

LOCAL CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND BUSINESS ORGANISATIONS
Atherton Chamber of Commerce
Dimbulah Chamber of Commerce Inc
Kuranda Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Inc
Mareeba Chamber of Commerce
Malanda Chamber of Commerce
Millaa Millaa Chamber of Commerce Inc
Ravenshoe and District Chamber of Commerce Inc
Yungaburra Business Association
Herberton Business & Traders Association
Chillagoe Alliance

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATIONS
Advance Cairns
The peak coordination agency for economic development in Tropical North Queensland

Gulf Savannah Development
A regional organisation established to coordinate lobbying activities aimed at improving the provision of
services to the Gulf Savannah region

Regional Development Australia, Far North QLD and Torres Strait Inc
An Australian Government initiative that brings together all levels of government to enhance the
development of Australia's regions

Tourism Tropical North Queensland
Regional tourism organisation for the Tropical North Queensland region

GOVERNMENT
AusIndustry
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
Department of Education, Training and Employment
Department of National Parks, Recreation, Sport & Racing
Department of Natural Resources & Mines
Department of State Development, Infrastructure & Planning
Tablelands Regional Council
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